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Non-Masonic Grants Guidance Notes

As part of its activities Freemasons Charity Yorkshire North and East Ridings CIO (FCYNER) will consider applications from Lodges or Chapters for grant support on behalf of local charities or other good causes which are being sponsored and supported by the Lodge or Chapter as part of its own charitable activity.

General

A. The charity or other good cause proposed for support  may or may not be a registered charity but:

1) If it is not a registered charity, it must be “a good cause” the aims and objectives of which would define it as charitable. In general terms this means that there should be an element of need rather than a donation just being “ a nice thing to do”;[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The aims and objectives of FCYNER means that it must use its limited funds to support Charitable causes; this definition is often misunderstood and can cause consternation to petitioners if their request for assistance is not supported. To function as a Registered Charity and use its funds in support of good causes or other charities, FCYNER must determine there is a ‘need’ for support that is not readily available elsewhere. Whilst individual Lodges may want to support various causes, FCYNER can only provide support where there is a ‘need’. It’s an objective test that has to be met, whereas Lodges are free to exercise their own subjective discretion on who or what they wish to support, having regard to the Guidance Notes from the Provincial Charity Steward on monies raised for Charitable purposes.] 


2) If it is a registered charity, it must comply with Charity Commission requirements and file its annual accounts within nine months of the end of its financial year;

3) Must normally have its principal office within the Province (see below for charities which do not meet this requirement*);

4) Must normally undertake its charitable work principally within the Province (see below for charities which do not meet this requirement*);

B. Support may be available, for building works (including for religious or masonic buildings) where the building has significant use by the wider local community.

	All applications for assistance with buildings must normally be sponsored and supported by Provincial Grand Lodge, or a Lodge or Chapter. FCYNER may take into account the sponsor’s own contribution to the charity or good cause

*National Non-masonic Charities or Charities operating both within and outside the Province

A. Applicants for grants in favour of national non-masonic charities will normally be advised that such applications should be addressed to the Masonic Charitable Foundation;

B. Where a national non-masonic charity has local branches, applications may be considered in favour of a local branch where: 

1) That branch is located within the Province;

2) That branch is responsible for raising its own funds;

3) That branch confirms in writing that any funds received by way of grant will be used for charitable work undertaken within the Province.

C. Where a charity is based outside the Province but operates wholly or partly within the Province, applications may be considered where the charity confirms in writing that any funds received by way of grant will be used for charitable work undertaken within the Province.

       
The FCYNER has absolute discretion to vary these conditions from time to time.
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Guidance Notes for Completing the Application Form

“Note the references to “charity” mean “charity or other good cause”

Assistance already given by any Masonic Organisation
Before submitting an application, try to establish whether the charity has received a grant from FCYNER or any other Masonic organisation in the recent past. Check this with the charity as another lodge may have succeeded in obtaining a grant about which you may be unaware. Your local Area Representative or the Provincial Grand Charity Steward will, upon request, help on this point.  Generally, FCYNER is unlikely to make a grant to a charity already assisted during the previous 2 years.

Details of previous donations can often be found on the FCYNER Website (www.fcyner.org.uk )

The donation made by your Lodge or Chapter in connection with the Application should be included in the “Assistance given by your Lodge” box.

Details of the charity or good cause
A few items to consider
· A visit to the charity’s premises should assist you to complete the Application Form;
· The more relevant information that you provide will make it easier for the Grants Committee to process the application;
· An element of need is required rather than simply a kind act.
 
Submission of Application
An application must be completed and then approved in open Lodge or Chapter before submission to FCYNER.  Your Area Representatives will be pleased to assist with the preparation of Applications if required.

Completed applications are first considered at the next available meeting of the Grants Committee. The recommendation of the Committee is then submitted to the Trustees for ratification, deferment, or rejection. Both meetings take place quarterly about 2 weeks apart – usually in March, June, September and December. Applications must be received at least 3 weeks prior to the meeting of the Grants Committee to allow time for the application to be processed.

Charity Accounts/Financial Statements/bank account details: 
Before the Application is submitted to the Grants Committee, the charity’s accounts are examined. Where the charity is registered, its accounts, if available, are checked on the Charity Commission’s website. For any charity that does not have online accounts (either on the Charity Commission or its own website) copies will be required. Normally three years’ accounts are required although FCYNER is flexible for relatively new charities. Accounts must be submitted with all applications or confirmation given that they are available online. Failure to include any accounts will often mean that an application will be rejected by the Grants Committee.

The charity’s bank details must also be included so that payments can be made if the application is successful.

Objectives of the Charity  
Before submitting an application, research your chosen charity. This should help you to describe in simple terms the objectives of the charity. You may also wish to: check out the website of the charity; look on the Charity Commission’s website if the charity is registered (you will need the name of the charity or its registration number if it is); contact the Chair of Trustees of the charity or the fundraising or general manager of the charity 

The purpose of the grant is often to purchase specific item(s) of equipment or contribute to a local cause or individual. 
The following information is required to support an application to purchase equipment: 

A ‘priced and prioritised wish list’ of the item(s) that the charity wishes to purchase must be provided. The approved FCYNER grant may only fund part of the requested equipment - hence the need to prioritise the items. Brief details/description of the equipment to be provided are needed, e.g., photo or website details, to assist the Grants Committee in its deliberations. A note of where the equipment will be used and by whom. Any other information that will help the Grants Committee determine the application.

Publicity
The strategy of UGLE regarding community engagement activities is such that publicity surrounding such activities is to be sought whenever possible. FCYNER works closely with Community Engagement PSG on this, and it is expected that you will be contacted by that PSG if your application is successful. Please note that by your submission of an application you will be agreeing on behalf of your lodge or chapter to work with Community Engagement PSG to secure the best publicity for a successful application.

Please identify sources of local publicity such as local newspapers or community Facebook or WhatsApp groups. The Provincial Communications Team are often able to help with this – contact them on:

comms@yorkshirenerfreemasons.org.uk


Procedure
Applications will be acknowledged following receipt, and the acknowledgement will explain the procedure to be followed by FCYNER and the anticipated date for determination of the application.

Successful applications are notified to the applicant and the charity generally within fourteen days of the decision. Payment is made by bank transfer to the charity generally within the same period.

In the unfortunate event of an unsuccessful application notification will be made to the applicant and the reasons explained generally within the same period,

FCYNER has a protocol with the Provincial Community Engagement Support Group and that group will liaise with the applicant and the charity in relation to publicity of any successful application.
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